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Week 1 
“Immediately afterwards the 
Spirit drove him out into the 
wilderness” Mk 1: 12a

Acacia forests reveal God given life as a community of 
communities — a blessing of plants, animals, insects, 
reptiles and birds living together.
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Acacias, known as wattles because their branches 
were used by early British settlers to build “wattle and 
daub” huts, are Australia’s largest genus of flowering 
plants. They are great survivors, using water  
efficiently.  
 
One species, mulga, is a good fodder tree, sustaining 
sheep and cattle in drought times. The multi-coloured 
mulga parrot lives in its branches. Sweet “bush lollies” 
can be sucked straight from the plant. 
 
Have you tried wattle seed ice - cream?  

 God Inspiring…..
Because of their wide distribution, acacia forests are 
important for the relationship between all the life forms 
found there. Their mutual dependence weaves a 
complex web. 

Imagine you have an acacia  seed in your hand. 
Meditate on the growth of that seed into a fully  
mature tree. Visualise the tree’s struggle for life 
in the often dry soil. Make up a litany in praise of 
God’s gifts revealed in acacia forests. 

 God Challenging…..
Acacias and we are interconnected parts of God’s 
one creation. As the conscious part of creation 
God wants to turn our appreciation of acacia  
forests into care for their future. 

Is there a Landcare, Bushcare or  
Dunecare group in your area. 

Why do its members get involved? 

“...creation ...is almost like another  
sacred book whose letters are  
represented by the multitude of creatures 
present in the universe.”  
Pope John Paul II, General Audience Jan 30 2002

Reflection

Getting to know acacia

 “My Mother’s land can be dry and harsh. 
Yet every tree, every cluster of rocks, 
mountain, waterhole, river, cave is  
sacred.”   
Maisie Cavanagh  (in Catholic Social Justice
Series No 37, ACSJC, 2000)

  God Revealing…..

Describe a forest in your area. Describe 
the community of life it houses and  
supports as one whole. 

Meditation

“The world is the arena of 
divine disclosure. Creation 
is the first revelation, the 
first scripture.”  
Diarmuid O’Murchu

What did Jesus find in the wilderness? 
Have you been in the wilderness? What 
did you find?  

Make a list of the nature parks and  
forests in your area. Who is responsible 
for them?  
 
Describe the community of life you see in 
the Stations of the Forests dvd. 

FPA Western Australia

 Wikipedia

©2012 St Columbans Mission Society and its licensors. All rights reserved


